CALI FORNI A DEPARTMENT OF FI SH AND GAME

STREAM SURVEY FI LE FORM NO. ..o
Dat e August 29, 1966
NAME. . ...... EAST BRANCH NORTH FORK BIG RIVER cory. ... MENDOCINO
STREAM SEcTion. . Entire  ppgy Mouth 10 End fish value gy 5.0 M.,
TRIBUTARY To . Nerth Fork Big River Tup. . 1IN R... DWW g 20
Not known Big River

OTHER NAMES.. ...

SCURCES OF DATA

EXTENT OF OBSERVATION
Include Name of Surveyor, Date, Etc.
LOCATION
RELATION TO OTHER WATERS
GENERAL DESCRIPTION
Watershed
Immediate Drainage Basin
Altitude (Range)

Per sonal Observati ons

Ext ent of observation- Survey required the day of August 29,
1966. Surveyed on foot. Surveyor: Brian Edie.

Location and Relation to Ot her Waters — The East Branch is an
inportant tributary to North Fork. It is valuable as a spawni ng
and nursery stream and contributes greatly to the flow of North

e For k. .

Ele&t’h(Range) General Descripti on ' ' '

Velocity Wat ershed and | mmedi at e Drai nage Basi n- The vegetation on the
Spawiing Areas wat ershed is fairly consistent throughout, and consists mainly of
e t hese species: alders, redwood, Douglas fir, huckleberry,

Barriers madrone, and tan bark oak. Al so present were nmple, rose, and
Temperatures

Food
Aquatic Plants
Winter Conditions

poi son oak.
This stream drains approximately 3 square mles, and flows

goll_ution generally in a southwesterly direction.
FISHES PRESENT AND SUCCESS Section 1 — (Mouth to point .75 miles above nouth) — Stream fl ows
OTHER VERTEBRATES

FISHING INTENSITY

OTHER RECREATIONAL USE
ACCESSIBILITY
OWNERSHIP

POSTED OR OPEN
IMPROVEMENTS

PAST STOCKING

GENERAL ESTIMATE
RECOMMENDED MANAGEMENT
SKETCH MAP

REFERENCES AND MAPS

Gr adi ent

through a narrow hi gh-wal |l ed canyon. Channel is bow -shaped.
Veget ation scarce al ong streansi de, abundant on canyon walls.
Section 2 — (End section 1 to point 4.5 nmiles above nouth) — Bow
to |l ense-shaped. Vegetation scarce al ong streanside, abundant on
canyon wal |l s.

Section 3 — (End section 2 to end fish value) — Wde valley-
channel | ense-shaped. Vegetation scarce al ong stream edge.

Al titude- Muth — 240ft. End fish value — 720ft.

- 137 ft/nmle.

W dt h- Range 2ft. — 15ft. average 5ft.
Depth — Range 1lin. — 3ft. average 3in.

Fl ow — At

mout h — approxi mately . 5cfs.

Vel ocity — Section 1 — Rapid

Section 2 — Rapid to sluggish

Section 3 — Sluggish to noderate

Bottom — Section 1:
R — Boul ders — 80% gravel and rubble — 10% sand — 10%
P — Boul ders — 40% sand — 30% gravel — 30%

Section 2:
R — Boul ders and rubble — 5% fine gravel — 40% coarse gravel — 40%
sand — 15%
P — Gravel - 20% sand and silt — 7-% other — 10%
Section 3:

R — Rubble - 20% gravel (coarse) — 35% fine — 25% silt — 20%
P — Sand and silt — 80% gravel — 10% other — 10%
Spawni ng Areas —
Section 1 — Few spawning areas; very little gravel, mainly boul ders.
Section 2 — Spawning areas plentiful, gravels very good. Silt a problem
Section 3 — Spawni ng gravels present, could be good if winter flow is high
enough to renove silt.
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Pool s —
Section 1 — Caused by digging action, undercut banks, boul ders;
frequency excellent. Average size — 10ft x 5ft x 1ft.
Section 2 — Caused by digging action, undercut bank, stunps;
frequency good. Average size 15ft. x 7ft. x 1ft.
Section 3 — Caused by digging action, |ogs, frequency poor -
Average size 7ft. x 3ft. x 1/2ft.

Shelter — Shelter is good for sections 1 and 2, in section 3 it is poorer
Shelter is provided by |ogs, roots, boulders, and undercut banks.
Barriers — 7 log jams were observed on the stream all were major barriers to
fish passage.

#1 — 20ft x 25ft x 5ft

#2 — 25ft x 30ft x 7ft

#3 — 20ft x 15ft x 10ft

#4 — 5ft falls over stunps in the stream

#5 — 30ft x 20ft x 4ft

#6 — 15ft x 29ft x 10ft

#7 — 15ft x 15ft x 7ft marks end of fish value.

Di ver si ons — None not ed.

Tenperatures — 2.5 miles above nouth — tine 1320 hours — H,O — 55° Air — 65°
Food — Food is scarce in the stream Few aquatic insects are present. Heavy
silt in sone areas may be the cause.

Aquatic Plants — Algae is very common in the stream particularly in section 3.
Mosses are not conmon. Few aquatic plants are present in the first two
sections, section three has rushes, cattails, horsetails, and other of the

hi gher plants.

Pol lution — The streamis being filled with silt due to current road building
in the area. The building is prelimnary to | ogging.

Springs — None noted.

Fi shes Present and Success — Sal non and steel head are present in the stream

Sal non appear to be considerably nore abundant. The sal non are smaller than
average — average size 2.0in. Range 1,25 - 2.5 inches. Steel head average size
1.75in. Range 1.25 - 5.0 inches.

O her Vertebrates — Frogs and newts are common on the stream

Fishing Intensity — Fishing is Iight on the stream during the sumer. Closed to
wi nter fishing.

O her Recreational Use — Sone hunting.

Accessibility — Access to mouth — Highway 20 to road just past Chanberlain
Creek Conservation Canp on the south side of road. State forest road to the
west all the way to | ocked gate. Approximtely two miles along state forest
road, road divides east branch goes to mddle of drainage also has | ocked gate.
Bot h gates Union Lunber Co.

Ownership — Lower part of drainage to end of fish value — Union Lunber Co.
Posted or Open — All land is posted.

| nprovenents — Log jans need to renoved in order to facilitate fish passage and
to help renove silt from spawni ng gravels.

Past Stocki ng — Not known.

General Estimate and Recommended Managenent — This stream seens to be of |ess

t han average value as a spawni ng and nursery stream The fish seemto be
undersi zed and few i n nunbers when conpared to nost streans of the sane size.
The unusual nunber of boul ders near the nouth present a barrier to the upstream
passage of spawning fish except during especially high waters. There is extrene
| ack of food and silt seens to be the nmain reason. Some slosh is in the stream
al so, because of the road building.

Sketch Map — Attached. References and Maps -Jackson State Forest Map

California Division of Forestry — conpiled from USGS quadrangl es, 1964.




