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THE RESOURCES AGENCY OF CALIFORNIA
DEPARTMENT OF FISH AND GAME

STREAM SURVEY
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COUNTY:

Cctober 5, 1976
Mendodino

Fileform No

MC CLURE CREEK

STREAM SECTION: Patid FrROM: mouth To: toapoaint 2.7 miles upsream

LENGTH:_ 27 miles

TRIBUTARY TO: Mill Cregk Twp: 15N R: 12W SEC: 27
OTHER NAMES: None known RIVER SYSTEM: Russan River
SOURCES OF DATA: Persond obsarvdion
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EXTENT OF OBSERVATION - McQure Oreek was surveyed on foot and by car by
A an Baracco on Cctober 5, 1976 fromthe mouth to a point 2.7 mles

upst ream

LOCATION — MQure Oeek is |located east of kiah near the town of

Gradient Tal mage. It originates in the Maayacamas Mountai ns and flows westerly into
Widt

Elepth(R ) M1l Ceek thence the Russian Rver. The streamis 7.5 niles in |length and
ow (Range]

veodity has a drai nage of 7.5 square niles.

RELATI ON TO OTHER WATERS — MQ ure Oeek provides winter flows to the
Russi an R ver and provides val uabl e spawning and nursery habitat for
steel head trout.
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Wat ershed — The lower two nmiles of the basinis in agricultural
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production, nainly grapes. The upper area is conposed of steep to
noderatel y steep slopes vegetated in oak, brush species, and a few conifers
with bay, nmadrone and wild grape near the stream

Al titude — Muth, 590 feet MBL; headwaters, 2,960 feet ML, upper end of
survey area, 840 feet MBL.

Wdth — The streanbed varied between 10 and 100 feet in the survey area,
averaging 30 feet.

Fl ow — The streamwas dry on the date of the survey fromthe nouth to
unnaned tributary NI. Above this point surface fl owwas continuous and was
visually estinmated at less than 0.1 cfs. Ulhnaned tributary N-I was dry.

Vel ocity — Mderate to slowin the area with flow

Gradient - Muth to unnaned tributary N-I, 0.9 feet/100 feet; fromunnaned tributary N-I to the
upper survey limt, 3.0 feet/100 feet.

Bottom — Fromthe mouth to unnaned tributary N-I the bottomwas conposed of 10%r ubbl e, 30%
gravel, 30%sand and 30%silt. Fromunnaned tributary N-I1 to the upper survey limt the bottomwas
conposed of 10% bedrock, 10% boul ders, 20%rubbl e, 40%gravel, 10%sand and 10%silt. Areas
suitable for steel head spawning were scattered throughout the survey area, and nade up

approxi mately 40%of the streanbed in the area adjacent to unnaned tributary NI.

Barriers — The upper limt for anadronous fish is created by a 20-foot high bedrock falls (see
photos) located 2.7 mles fromthe nouth in the NE 1/4 of Section 23, T15 N R 12 W No ot her
barriers were observed except for two flashboard dans, one | ocated upstream of unnaned tributary N
| and the other located 1.2 nmles upstreamfromthe nouth. These dans are not in place during the
w nter nonths.

Di versions — Véter is diverted at the above nentioned dans for irrigation and frost protection of
near by vi neyar ds.

Pol | uti on — Sone pol | uti on was observed due to use of the streanbed by cattle.
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FI SHES PRESENT AND SUCCESS — Juvenil e steel head trout were observed fromunnaned tributary
N1 upstreamto the 20-foot falls. Fish were nost abundant (20/100 feet) imredi ately above the
fl ashboard dam above unnaned tributary N-I and averaged 10%yearlings and 90% young-of -t he-
year. The one-half mle of streambel owthe falls contained only yearling-sized steel head
(5/100 feet). Low water conditions in the winter of 197576, one of the driest on record,
probably limted mgration of adult steelhead into this area, hence no young- of -t he-year
steel head were seen. No fish were observed above the falls. Juvenile steel head were the only
fish speci es observed; however, California roach and prickly scul pin may be present in the

| ower portion of the stream

RECREATI ONAL USE — The area is used by deer hunters in season. Fishing use is extrenely
[ight.

OMERSHI P — The lower 3 mles of the streamis privately owied and posted agai nst trespass.
The upper part of the drainage is part of the Cow Muntai n Natienal—Reereati-en—Area (H anni ng
Lhit) admnistered by the Bureau of Land Managenent .

| MPROVEMENTS — The diversions at the flashboard dans shoul d be screened to exclude juvenile
st eel head.

GENERAL ESTI MATE — McA ure G eek provides good habitat for the small steel head popul ation
utilizing the area belowthe falls. The population is limted by |ow flows during the sumrer
peri od.

RECOMVENDED MANAGEMENT — Mcd ure QO eek shoul d be managed for its anadronous resource. Low
sunmer flows shoul d be naintained for instreamneeds and access of adult steel head shoul d be
nmai ntained up to the falls.

SKETCH MAP — Attached. [ sic]

REFERENCES — U S GS Mp, 7 1/2" series, Wiah Quad., 1958 and Cow Mountai n Quad., 1958.



