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THE RESOURCES AGENCY OF CALIFORNIA
DEPARTMENT OF FISH AND GAME

STREAM SURVEY

NAME: FREEZEQUT CREEK COUNTY: Sonona

STREAM SECTION;___ FRoM: Mbut h To: 3/4 mle upstream LENGTH: Approx. 3 mles
TRIBUTARY TO:___ Russi an R ver Twpr:._ 7N R 11W  sSec: 15
OTHER NAMES: None RIVERSYSTEM: __ Russi an R ver

SOURCESOF DATA:  Personal survey and infornati on gai ned fromlocal residents.

ol Nameor Survepor, Date £t | =) ENT OF OBSERVATION - .
LOCATION Freezeout Oreek was surveyed fromthe nouth to 3/4 of a mle
BENER AL DESCRIE ATERS upst ream by Dave Net herby on March 4, 1966. The survey was
T e orainage Basin di sconti nued at the poi nt where the stream becane
Alttude (Range uni nhab@ tabl e and i naccessible to fish due to steep gradient,
i torrential flows, and a nunber of rock forned falls.
FIow(Range)
Velacity LOCATION —
Spawning Arcas Freezeout (reek enpties into the Russian R ver, approxinately
St 50 yards downstreamfromthe bridge at Duncans M| I s.
Diversions
Temperatures RELATION TO OTHER WATERS- _
Aquaticplants Freezeout Qeek is a spawni ng and nursery tributary to the
Pollution Russian liver and the Pacific Ccean.
FlSHErSmPSESENT AND SUCCESS
OTHER VERTEBRATES GENERAL DESCRIPTION -
OTHER RECREATIONAL USE Water shed — and
Ay Immediate Drainage Basin— Fr eezeout Qreek has its watershed in a
POSTED oR O steep, mountain forest area, heavily shaded by Redwood trees,
PASTSTOCKING __ etc. The drainage basin is pastureland with A der trees
RECOMMENDED MANAGEMENT predom nating along the | ower banks of the stream
REFERENGES AND MAPS Altitude—The altitude of this streamranged from25 feet in the

| ower pasture to 1300 feet at Fern Spring.

Width—The width ranged from4 to 10 feet throughout. The
average width was 5 feet.

Depth—The depth ranged from2 inches to 4 feet throughout. The average depth was 0.5 feet.
Flow—Measured with pigny nmeter at 5.4 cfs.

Velocity — Rapi d t hr oughout .

Bottom — Freezeout reek, in the headwaters, has a bottomconsisting prinarily of bed-
rock (25 percent), boul ders (50 percent), and rubble (25 percent). In the | ower
areas, the bottomconsists of boul der (10 percent), rubble (15 percent), gravel (50
percent) and sand (25 percent).

Spawning Areas— Spawni ng areas are good with the | oose gravel ranging frompea size to 4
inches in dianeter.

Pools—There are many good pool s forned by jans, the digging action of the current and
under cut banks. These pools range from4 to 10 feet wide, 2 to 4 feet deep, and 6 to
12 feet long. (50 percent pools, 50 percent riffle)

Shelter — The shel ter is abundant, conposed of roots, |ogs, undercut banks, and over-
hangi ng trees.

Barriers—Two or three partial log jambarriers are located in the valley wthin 3/4
mle of the nouth. Boulders formfalls in the headwaters.

Food—Insect |ife appeared to be sufficient in the areas of the streamthat were
accessi ble to fish.
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Winter Conditions— Freezeout reek floods al ong with the Russian R ver (approximately 4
times in past 10 years).

Pallution—The water in Freezeout O eek was clear and seened to be free of pollution.
Springs—This streambegins its flowat Fern Spring, high in the nountai ns near the
Mnte Ro fire trail.

FISHES PRESENT AND SUCCESS—

S lver salmon and steel head and/or rainbow trout were seined from3/4 mle of
Freezeout (reek. They ranged in size from2 to 6 inches, the average size running 3
inches. Saw fish up to 8 inches in length but could not catch and classify them

OTHER VERTEBRATES-
Sheep and cattle graze in the | ower valley.

FISHING INTENSITY —
Quite light, only friends of George Casini can use the stream M. Casini said that
the fishing was good | ast year.

ACCESSIBILITY —

To reach this creek, cross the bridge over the Russian Rver at Duncans MIIs. Turn
right on Moscow Road, travel 50 yards to the nouth. Logging roads run along the
streamto the headwaters.

OTHER RECREATIONAL USE —
None known.

OWNERSHIP -
The |l ower pastures are owned by George Casini. The headwater area seens to be owned
or leased by a | unber conpany.?!

POSTED -
This area i s posted agai nst trespass and hunti ng.

PAST STOCKING —
Uhknown.

GENERAL ESTIMATE AND RECOMMENDED MANAGEMENT —

Freezeout Oeek is a good nursery and spawning area utilized nainly by silver sal non
with sone steel head and/or rainbowtrout. The log jans in the |ower valley are al nost
conpl ete barriers and shoul d be renmoved. Stocking woul d make the stream nore
productive. Continue to manage as a spawning and nursery area.

[t In 1982 nost of the Freezeout O eek watershed i s owned by
Loui si ana Pacific Corp.]
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