CALIFORNIA  DEPARTMENT OF FISH AND GAVE SIHAM SURVEY HLEFCRV NO...
I NAWE .East .Fork of .New.Rver Vool ’-,7N-)‘Q“-Zf.~ ;,S,‘;‘.zf,gﬂfr,,inity
TRIBUTARY TO Trinity River via New River..._, _ ’l'wP..m:...Rﬁ Sec
OTHER NAMES. .. None.......... .. ... RIVER SYSTEM . ........ New .River.
SOURCES OF DATA Personal observations of dohn Thomas & Carrol. . Powell . and.. . .
references listed in survey. . C
(e g riles o stream
EXTENT OF OBSERVATION GENERAL  CESCR PTICN 1 l . ((;l Vv{lc D:“%‘D
ncluce Neme of Surveyor, Date, Etc. H“'A \6\/\6‘“\ \3 L S
RECATON TO oTHeR wams q|  The  East  Pork of New Rver ‘has a drainage area ol about
GENERAL | DESCRIPTION 45 square niles. It heads at an elevation of 6,400 feet
iekte,  Dofvge . Beein in the wvicinity of Millane Corral and HEection Canp. The
A northern nost part of' the drainage is divided by the
SHPE  remedlowe Tornla Si skiyou-Trinity CcCounty Line. This is also the WIderness
Bottom Area Boundry. The eastern part of the drainage is bounded
Plectution by Linmestone Rdge, and the western side by the Pony Buttes.
piele Plaate and Bake Oven Rdge. The southern part of the drainage is
Pelhtogmditlons bounded by Jim Jam Ridge. The stream flows minly in a
Tampocatures south to south-west direction for 125 mles to the nmain
Outlers - stem of New River at elevation 1,650 feet. In the head-
Ot VERTEBRATE e waters the stream drops 800 feet the first nile for a 15.1
ESHNG.  INTENSITY (Store s percent ~ grade. This area is fairly flat up on the south
ACCESIB TV ridge in the vicinity of Millane Corral, and is character-
RETED OR CPEN ized by tinmber and snall neadow areas. As the steam
PAST STocKNG” leaves the vicinity of Millane Corral it drops rapidy
RECOWENDED MMCERENT the next mle 1,200 feet for a 22.7 percent grade. The
REERECES ~ AND NAFS next four mles of stream to Cabin Qeek the stream drops
NANE Or DAV 1,300 feet for a 6.1 percent grade. The final 6.5 mles
QANERSHL P o sTRUETI O of stream from Cabin Geek to the confluence with New
TipO OF DAM Rver the stream drops 2,700 feet for a 3.1 percent grade.
SCREENS'Q&$' ggESHL.. The canyon through which the East Fork of New Rver flows
£ OF WATER is very steep sided; however, the stream is easy to walk
in the sumrer nonths from at least from the Pony Lake-
Cabin (Qeek trail «crossing on dowstream  Qur survey did not involve hi ki ng
the stream above this point. Mch of the bed of the stream above Cabin
Oeek is bedrock wth large boulders and rocks. Spawning gravel s scarce
in this area, but there is enough for sone spawning. From Cabin O eek

downstream there is also alot of bedrock in the streanbed, but there is
mich nore rock and rubble in the stream

There are three min tributaries entering the East Fork--Cabin GCeek, the
South Fork of the East Fork, and Pony GCOeek. Pony Oeek and the South
Fork are the largest. Surveys were nmade on these streans on the way down-
stream and these data are filed wunder their respective headings.

The vegetation mainly found in the surveyed area was Douglas fir, incense
cedar, alder and maple. Aso found in the drainage in mnmnor amounts were
yew, madrone, hazel nut and redbud. In the Ilower portion of the drainage

California black oak becomes a prominent species. The very upper portion
of the drainage consists of stands of red fir, western white pine and

incense cedar. Red fir is the predomnant species in the area from Pony
Lake to Millane Corral.
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It is not known how far steelhead go to spawn in the upper reaches of
the drainage; however, one adult sunmer steelhead was observed just
below the nouth of the South Fork of the East Fork of New River. and
fingerling and vyearling RT/SR were in good nunbers all the way from
the Pony Lake-Cabin Ceek trail crossing on dowstream

Shelter is excellent throughout the drainage except for a small stretch
from just above Fall Oeek to the mouth. This portion of the stream
was exposed to direct sunlight as the result of the Jim Jam Rdge fire
in 1952, This distroyed the overstory of vegetation over the stream
and raised water tenperatures through this area. The stream above this
point is well shaded by overhanging trees. Shelter is also provided by
exposed tree roots and undercut bedrock banks. Large boulders and rocks
offer sheltered areas minly below Cabin O eek.

ly one min barrier was noted in the survey area (Photo in Waverville
File). This barrier is just over ¥ mle above the nmouth of Cabin O eek.
Although neasurenments were not taken of the falls here, it is estinated
that it is about 8 feet from the top of the falls to the base. The
problem is caused by a bedrock shelf that the water pours over into the
ool below There is a possibility that sone steelhead my pass over

arrier during times of heavy rainfall. Photos in Waverville file.
Di versi ons
None

Tenper at ures

The following spot tenperature checks were made:

Ar ea Dat e Ti me Wt er Air
Pony Lk.-Cabin Q. trail jct. 7-31-73  14:08 65° F 830 F
Uhnaned tributary by trail 7-31-73 14: 06 64° F 83, F
2nd unnamed trib. by trail 7-31-73 14: 25 620 F 83 F
1 mle below trail junction 7-31-73 16: 35 68° F 91% F
E. Fk. above Cabin Q. 8-1-73 09: 12 22 F 65° F
Cabin QOeek 8-1-73 09: 12 58" F 653 F
E. Pk. just below Cabin Q. 8-1-73 09: 12 62° F A5, F
Uhnamed trib. below Cabin O. 8-1-73 12: 00 63° F 8u° F
E Fk. just above South Fk. 8-1-73 18: 20 71° F 90° F
S. Fk. of East Fork 8-1-73 18: 45 63° F 76° F
E. Fk. just below South Fk. 8-1-73 18: 15 63° F 89° F
E. Fk. just above Pony Q. 8-2-73 08: 50 63° F 63° F
Pony Qeek near nouth 8-2-73 08: 50 63° F 63° F
E. Fk. just below Pony Q. 8-2-73 08: 50 63° F 63° F
Whi skey Creek 8-2-73 10: 30 52° F 735 F
E. Fk. by bridge nearest car 8-2-73 11: 05 66° F 82" F
Air tenperatures were confortable wusually until around 11:00 in the

nmorning, then becanme extrenely hot for the rest of the day; .
Wile direct sunlight was shining in the canyon the walking became
quite fatiguing in the open areas.



Foad

Excellent food supply present. Caddis fly larvae, mayfly Iarvae,

stonefly | arvae, dragonfly larvae. A large anmount of terrestrial

insects comng off the overstory and landing in the water. Surface
feeding was often seen while walking downstream

Aquatic Plants

None obser ved.

Wnter Conditions

Flow at time of survey was estimated at 15 cubic feet per second
(cfs) below the nouth of Pony COeek. The wnter scour line in this
area indicated the water level would be 3 to 5 feet above this |ow
summrer  flow, Sone areas where the canyon is constricted, and the
stream bed is all bedrock,the wnter scour line is 6 to 8 feet above
the sumrer flow level. Because of the high flows during the wnter,
there is a good possibility that the barrier above Cabin Oeek 1is
only a barrier during nmoderate wnter flows.

Pol l uti on

None obser ved.

Springs

No observations along surveyed area. The trail fromPony Lake to
the East Fork of New Rver is conpletely lacking for any water ex-
cept for an unnamed tributary wthin 100 yards of the junction of
the trail wth the East Fork. This trail 1is very steep and water
should be carried going up toward Pony Lake if you are on foot.

FISHES PRESENT AND  SUCCESS

RT/SH were present throughout the surveyed area. They ranged in
size from about 2 inches to 8.5 inches. (he observation of a
fenale steelhead was nade just below the nouth of the South Fork
of the East Fork of New Rver (see map). This was a sunmer steel-
head estimated to weigh about 4 pounds. It is possible that sone
of the fish above the barrier are resident HI. The abundance,
success and condition of the RI/SH in the survey area was good.
The stream appears to be mainly wutilized as a steelhead nursery
area. Spawningappears to be adequate although not a great deal
of spawning gravel was noted. The stream is also used as a holding
area for sumer steelhead; although, the min New Rver in the
vicinity of Mrgin QOeek Qiard Station appears to be the main
area of concentration of these fish. Human activity in the East
Fork probably Ilimts the adult sunmer steelhead habitat due to
fishing or poaching as the trail travels close to the stream and
it is easy to spot these fish in the deeper pools.



OTHER VERTEBRATES

The wusual assenblage of deer and small wldlife. Large sal amanders
were noted in the stream one in the pool just below the mouth of
Cabin Oeek was very aggressive. A trout we caught for dinner was
cleaned and put in the water near shore. In less than a mnute one
of these salamanders had found it and had it half eaten. This one
was about 10 inches long, had external gills, a large mouth wth

teeth, a tail wth a fin, was 1} inches wde across the back. Its
coloration was dark brown, nmottled wth yellow, irregular spots.
It had fourlinbs. It looked simlar to a tiger salanmander, Am

byst oma tigrinum

FI SHING | NTENSI TY

Pressure is evidently very [light. However, there are several cabins
in the area, and tw of them were occupied at the tinme of our survey
(Qunther's and Scott's--see map). Both parties seemed to be fairly
famliar wth the fishery of the area, and had reported fishing for
trout (RT/SH. | suspect that summer steelhead maght Dbe caught in

the areas of these cabin sites.

ACCESSI BI LITY

The following time checks were nmade while going into the area:

Area Ti me Accunul ative Tinme
Weaverville 0 0
Hawkins Bar 55 m nutes 55 mi nutes
Denny 45 m nutes 1 hr. 40 mnutes
US. F.S Corral 15 mnutes 1 hr. 55 mnutes
End of road and start of trail 5 mnutes 2 hrs.
Start of trail (time by horse) 0 0
Wi skey Creek 23 mnutes 23 m nutes
Unknown tributary (cabin present) 17 mnutes 40 mnutes
Wiites Creek 15 m nutes 55 mnutes
Pony Qreek trail junction 6 mnutes 1 hr. 1 mnute

From here we traveled to Pony Buttes (see Pony Lake file for times).

It took us about 1 to 1% hours to cone down the very steep trail

from near Pony Lake to the East Fork of New R ver. The walking tine
from the junction of this trail wth the East Fork on down the stream
to Cabin Oeek was about 4.5 hours. No trail here, but walking not
toodifficult. The trail from Cabin Geek downstream should be changed
slightly on the maps as it is in error. Note these changes on en-
closed map. Aso note the new trail going from Pony GCeek toward

Pony Lake.

OWNERSHI P

Al streanms and lakes in the survey area are located in the Trinity
National Forest and parts of Pony CGeek and the area of the East



Fork of New R ver above semore Qulch are part of the Trinity A ps
Wl derness Area. The cabins in use along the East Fork are on
mning claim, and their use is to be wused for mning purposes only.
The entire survey area is open to public use.

| MPROVEMENT S

A trail parallels the East Fork all the way to Cabin GCeek. Thi s
area has seennmuch mning activity in the pastyears. M ners began
to work the gravels in the 1850"s, and very large mning operations
took place in the drainage in the 1870"s, 80"s and 90"s. Pony (reek
was heavily mned in the early days, and there are many large areas
where all the rock had been removed from the stream in past years.
This is in evidence all the way to the headwaters of the drainage.
Six sanple sites were chosen by the Geological Survey in 1969 and
1970. These sanples showed that gold occurring in cents per cubic
yard amounted to just traces at Station 5 to 1.6 at Station 1.

This same survey showed that the recorded production from placer
operations in the East Fork and its tributaries totals 310 ounces
of gold. The report further states that the East Fork New R ver
drains an area underlain Dby metavolcanic, netasedimentary, and
ultramafic rocks. Mbst bedrock benches along this fork are 10-25

feet above stream level and are overlain by 5-12 feet of gravel. The
placers are generally narrow and of Ilimted volume because of the
steep canyon walls and noderately steep stream gradients. In sone

sections of both the East Fork New Rver and Pony Oeek, the stream
flows through narrow gorges where there is no gravel.

The inpression we got while naking this survey was that the cabin.,
owners-are not actively seeking gold, but are rather individuals
that wish to get away from other people and live a life of solitude.
W could see no signs of active mning; or for that matter, any
extensive mning equipnment other than a gold pan. The two cabin
owers that we talked with were working on there cabins, and one
spent sone tine wth his vegetable garden.

PAST _ STOCKI NG

None.

GENERAL  ESTI MATE

This is a mjor spawning and nursery stream for steel head. It 1s
also a holding area for sunmer steelhead at least as far upstream
as the South Fork of the East Fork of New R ver.

RECOMVENDED — MANAGEMENT

Continue to manage stream as a valuable spawiing, rearing and

holding area for steelhead. The barrier above Cabin Geek should

be renoved or nodified. Section 4(d)(8) of the WlIderness Act states:
"8 Nothing in this Act shall be construed as affecting the
jurisdiction or responsibilities of the several states wth respect



to wldlife and fisheries in the National Forests." The |anguage
of this subsection is particularly inportant when we recognize that
it is nunber 8 in a list of activities that are specifically ex-
enpted from the general restrictions of the WIderness Act. The
regions of the South Fork of the East Fork and the upper East Fork
not surveyed should be checked soon for other barriers, and the
upstream |imts of steel head.

REFERENCES AND  MAPS
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Hel ena.
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BB6 U S. Printing Ofice, Washi ngton, 1972

Sudworth, George B., Forest Trees of the Pacific S ope.

Personal communication wth USFS Bg Bar Dstrict.
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John L. Thomas
Assi stant Fishery Biologist
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