
Big Bar Ranger District
Panther Creek T.5N., R.7E., Section 26
July 10, 1985
Surveyors: Gary Rensink and Joe Zustak

Panther Creek was surveyed visually by walking from the mouth to approximately
1.0 mile upstream. This small perennial stream was rated Class III because it
supports only a small resident rainbow trout population and has a minor
influence on downstream water quality. This stream has not been previously
surveyed.

Panther Creek flows in a northerly direction in virgin watershed. Douglas
fir, maple, alder, tan oak, and dogwood were the primary species forming the
dense (90%) riparian canopy. Side slopes were very steep (>60%). Stream
gradient was about 15% in the lower l/2 mile, and 20-45% in the remainder of
the stream surveyed. Stream and channel widths averaged 3.5 feet and 25 feet
respectively.

Fish habitat was rated poor overall. The pool:riffle ratio was approximately
1:4. Pools were primarily formed by boulders and bedrock, averaged 5 feet in
diameter, and were approximately 10% Class B and 90% Class C. In-pool shelter
was rated poor overall.

Overall productivity was rated medium. Caddisfly larvae were common, and
mayfly larvae were scarce in the lower l/2 mile, common farther up. Aquatic
plants including moss, algae, and Aralia are common, the latter more so in the
upper reaches.

Rainbow trout were uncommon, only one adult (7 inches) and few juveniles (2-4
inches) were seen. Fry were not observed. Spawning gravel was common, but the
stream habitat was not condusive to spawning or rearing.

Water temperature was 56'F at the mouth (0825 hours, 62' air). Water
quality was excellent with no turbidity. Flow was about 0.6 c.f.s. at the
mouth. Channel stability was rated good throughout the reach, with boulders
and rock abundant in the channel.

One diversion (2 inch pipe-unscreened) was noted, but it was not operating.
Eleven separate barriers and a barrier reach l/4 mile long were noted, thus
fish movement in the stream seemed unlikely from pool to pool. One tributary
was noted in the survey reach, a dry ephemeral stream. Barriers were as
follows:

Bl- About 100 feet from mouth, 3 ft. falls over boulder, Partial.
B2- 5 ft. cascade over boulders, Partial.
B3- 4 ft. cascade over boulders and debris, Partial.
B4- 10 ft. falls (one 4', one 6') over rocks and boulders, Partial.
B5- 3 ft. falls over rocks and boulders, Partial.
B6- 5 ft. cascade over bedrock and boulders, Partial.
B7- 3 ft. falls over rocks and bedrock followedby a 3.5 ft. falls just

behind it over wood debris, Partial.



B8- Series of 3 ft. cascades and falls over boulders, rocks, and bedrock,
a total drop of about 25 ft. in a 60 ft. section, Partial.

B9- 12 ft. cascade/falls over bedrock, Complete. Marks the beginning of a
barrier reach composed of steep gradients and numerous cascades up to
15 ft. high. Drop is about 400 ft. over 3/8 mile.

BlO- Dry section 70 ft. long with sub-surface flows, Partial (low flows).
Bll- 5 ft. and 10 ft. cascades over bedrock, Complete.
B12- Approximately 18 ft. cascade over rocks and boulders in a 50 ft. long

section, Partial.

Access to Panther Creek is poor, as there are no trails or roads to it, and
it's a good mile of rugged cross-country hiking to its mouth. Fishing use was
rated light to very light; there were no signs of use.

Panther Creek has little to offer in numbers of fish. Its excellent water
quality and good supply of spawning gravels, however, are certainly worth
maintaining in order to avoid downstream problems, specifically in Canadian
Creek. Management policy for Panther Creek should consider this.

GARY RENSINK AND JOE ZUSTAK
Biological Technicians, Fisheries
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